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and absurd interpretations. To be plain; the one 
thing, that turned them from so noble and necessary a 
study, was the want of liberty, which, in this study only, 
is denied men. They found it was dangerous to ex- 
amine impartially, and speak freely; that they must 
write without liberty, or with no safety ; that it would 
be expected of them, to strain all their wit and learn- 
ing, to patronise and palliate gross errors, instead of 
exposing or mending them; and to support the receiv- 
ed interpretations, however absurd, instead of such as 
reason and learning convinced them were the only 
true ones. But this was atask, which men of ingenu- 
ous minds, whose integrity and love of truth were 





ON THE DIFFICULTIES AND DISCOUR- 
WHICH ATTEND THE 





AGEMENTS, 
STUDY OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


(Continued from page 29.) 

Let me observe one thing more, that it is the misfor- 
tuae of aclergyman that he is confined to one profes- 
sion. Other men, if they cannot live in one way, are 
at liberty totry another; but a man, who has once the 
indelible character, must live by the one profession he 
has made his choice. If therefore that livelihood be | equal to their penetration and great abilities, could not 
taken from him, it is im vain he has learning, parts, in-! sybmitto. For men to have eyes and understandings 
dustry, and application. He will not be allowed to} of their own, and yet not see or understand, but as 
take any other course to repair the loss he suffers by | they were bid, and that by men who could not see or 
his opinions as a clergyman. His time, and fortune, | understand themselves ; To make such a blind 
and studies have been spent to make him useful in that | use of their learning and abilities was, they thought, to 
one profession; and, if he had abilities to maintain | pervert the very end of them, and really to dishonor 
himself in any other, it is too late; he has made his | God, whose service they were given for. Since there- 
choice, and must abide by it. This then is the unhap- | fore they could not bear the thoughts of studying the 
py dilemma a reputed heretic is reduced to; he will | scriptures on these terms, no part was left men who 
neither be sufiered to keep the profession, nor to leare | coyia not be idle, but to turn to some other study, in 
it; he shall neither live én if, nor oul of it. So that, | which, without fear of danger. or offence, they might 
notwithstanding his learning, parts, virtue, and indus-| freely go whither truth and reason led. The conse- 
try; though he could make a good lawyer, physician, quence of which, besides the improvements made in 
merchant, or mechanic; ifhe be not orthodox, all POS- | arts and sciences, has been, that many of them have 
sibilities of living comfortably, at least, and reputably,| separately made more good emendations, and happily 
are taken from him. Go now, and think, if you can, explained more difficulties in the smallest:pagan wri- 
that the advice 1 give you is hot the advice of a friend. ter, than they have done, take them all together, in 
it is the advice of one who loves virtue and learning, | +4 hundred years, upon ihe whole body of the scrip- 
who is a friend to all good men, and is in particular 
greatly concerned for your success and advancement in 
the world. It is advice seconded by the examples of 
the greatest men; for name me any one of the men 
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tures. 


Turn yourself to the study of the heathen his- 


amples. 
Spend ten or 


torians, poets, orators, and philosophers. 


What then I would advise you is, to follow such ex- | 


fatal consequences ; it will draw on youan insupporta- 
ble load ofinfamy, asa disturber of the church, and an 
enemy to the orthodox faith, and, in all probability, 
end in the extreme poverty and ruin of yourself and 
family. Which God forbid should ever be the case of 
one, who has no other views but to dedicate his life te 
God’s service. 
I am, sir, your faithful humble servant. 
(‘To be Concluded in our next.) 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


(LETTER 3.) 


Bellingham, , 1823. 


To the Ministers and Members of 


THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 

In my last, 1 gave you my views of the doctrine 
ofthe Trinity: I now proceed to examine other dog- 
mas of your Church, which | consider equally errone- 
ous; and which I think are so intimately counected 
with the above named doctrine, that they caunot be sup- 
ported without it. I shall first make some remarks on 
infinite and vicarious atonement, and the infinite evil of 
sin. 2d. 1 shall examine the UNmMERciFUr, doctrine of 
ENDLESS MISERY. When the doctrine of the Trinury 
had once become a popular doctrine of the Chvristian. 
Church ; and was established as an article of her faith ; 
each person in the Godhead had a particular character 
assignedhim. The Father was a Monarch full of jus- 
tice and vengeance: ‘The Son was the Creator full of 
mercy and love: The Holy Ghost proceeded from both 
Father and Son, and seemed to partake of the nature of 








To illustrate 


(both; and his office was to obey them, and execute 





most famed for learning in this or the last age, who has 
seriously turned himself to the study of the scriptures. 
I might name to you the most eminent men down from 
Scaliger and Casaubon tothe presenttime. Capeilus, 
indeed, and the excellent Grotius, are exceptions ; but 
they met with such usage, that one has little encour- 
agement from their examples. But not to go beyond 
our own country ; who are the men that have excel- 
led most (excepting always Sir Isaac Newton) in phi- 
losophy, astronomy, and mathematics? 


twelve years upon Horace or Terence. 
a billet-doux, or a drunken catch; to explain an ob- 


scene jest; to make a happy emendation on a passage, 
that a modest man would blush at, will do you more | occasion required, the Father himself, and that he died 


credit, and be of greater service to you, than the most | to atone for the sins, original and actual, of the whole 
useful employment of your time upon the scriptures, | world, and suffered for and instead of mankind, it :01- 
unless you can resolve to conceal your sentiments, and | lowed that the atonement ree both infinite and vica- 
speak always with the vnigar. You,see a present ex- rious. The doctrine of the infinite evil of sin, probably 
ample in the great Bentley ; what a reputation has he grew out of infinite atonement. If the atonement had 


‘their designs. When it was admitted that the Son 
“was co-equal and co-eternal with the Father; and as 





Have they 


acquired by the noble edition he has given us of Horace? been considered infinite and sin finite, one would have 


not been clergymen? And was not their skill, in these | }fow are his abilities confessed and admired by all ?— |borne no proportion to the other; and theologians in. 
scieuces, the effect of their great and constant applica-/ But had the same genius, the same sagacity and labor, | order to keep up @ show of consistency, affirmed that 
tion tothem? Was not that time spent in these stu-| been applied to the study of the scriptures, to settle sin was an infinite evil, because it was committed a- 
dies, that you think should have been applied to the the texts in doubtfal places, to mend corrupted ones, gainst an infinite Being. 1 know of but one preacher, 
study of the scriptures? On the other hand, take out! explain hard ones, fix the meaning of obscure ones, and | however, in your church, the Rev. T. M. who believes 
two or three from so great a body, and where is there | tg trace out the literal sense where it. can be done ;| the Deity suffered ia the work of redemption, although 
a clergyman of a great genius, and that has made a! should he, I say, have attempted a work of this kind ; | it seems impossible, copsiatently, to avoid such a be- 
chief figure in the learned world, that has written upon! jnstead of thanks and applause, it is more than proba- lief, if Christ did ; and Christ be the Deity as you af- 


the scriptures, at least with any masterly skill in eriti-| pje he would have been treated as a rash man, of no firm. 


Cism ? 


Surely that will 
Or was 


it? No 


wauted the abilities proper for it? 
not be said of mén of their confessed learning. 
there want of inclination and gocd will to 
they were men of virtue, and good protestants, as well 
as scholars and men of letters. What then? Did 
they, who have taken so much pains upon other books, 
and with so much success, think the scriptures the on- 
ly ones that needed not theirhelp? Neither can that 


lif you 


We cannot believe that God suffered, because 


judgment, of little learning, and Jess religion ; and, if; suffering implies imperfection. If only a finite being 


And what is it that all this can be imputed to? Did | his works had been sentenced to the flames, a majority suffered, the atonement could not be infinite. God 
these learned men decline this study, because they | would have been for throwing him in after them. 


‘could not suffer; and if an atonement was made, it was 
made by a finite being, therefore the atonement war 
not infinite ; and if mankind suffer for the sits which 
they commit, the atonement is not vicarious—mankind 
du suffer for their sins, therefore the, atonement is 
neither infinite nor vicarious. The arguntent that sin 
is infinite, because it is committed against an infinite 
law, or an infinite Being, 1s So silly that a child ought 
to be ashamed of it. By the same reasoning we should 
cay that all our acts are infinite, as they all have a re- 


Consider well, therefore, how you engage where 
there is no retreat, no repentance, no room for pardon, 
2 oflend. You have two ways before you.— 
One will enable you to be useful in the world, without 
great trouble to yourself; it wi!! crown your labors 
with success; it will bring you to reputation and es- 
teem; it will put you into a way of making a decent 
provision for your family, and giving a good education 
to those two fine children God has bicssed you with, and 


JiLe 





They saw the sacred books, through 
of scribes, had 


: 


be pretended. 
the injury of time and the ignoi 


suffered as well as others; and much muvc vy false you with many difficultics; and expose you to the most 


furence to God some way or other; they being all con- 


yeataay have many more. The other will itself fatigue | 
sivtent with, or contrary to the eterna) rule of right,p— 












Jah 


UNEIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 








No finite being can do an infinite A4ct~—man is finite, 
-in is an act of his, therefore sin is not infinite. This 
hrings me secondly, to an examination of the doctrine 








he would go to the north pole and be miserable, made 
him to go to the south and be happy ? Would they 
not think all his professions of love a mere cheat ?— 


of Endless Punishment. 

If I were to admit the doctrine of infinite and vica- 
rious atonement with the iofinite evil of sin, 1 could not 
avoid the doctrine of Universalism ; for if sin were an 


Could they believe he made him to be happy, when 





| How could the angel say, *‘ to all people,” if but a 
"part onity would be benefitted by the gospel, “ The 
| Father sent not the Son intothe world to condemn 

world, but that he world through him might be saved, 


he knew he never would be; but on the contrary, | 
knew he would be miserable? I ask further, could ' 
they think the President a good man, in exerting his 


—For the Son of man is not come to destroy men’s 
lives, but to save them.—For as in Adaip all die, even 





infinite evil, and the atonement were infinite and vica- 
rious; if Christ died for and instead of the Caanegrecene, | 
and answered the demands of the law for and in his|a farmer raise animals, knowing they would not an- 
stead, why does he stand in jeopardy every hour? Is | swer the purpose for which he designed them, nor in- 
he not safe? 1 will not however takes the advantage | deed any valuable purpose? Would the manufactur- 
of an absurdity, believed by an opponent to refute | er manufacture goods to sell when he knew he could 
another absurdity believed by him. 
tiously given you my reasons for rejecting several of} bor? Would the Missionaries go to India to preach to 
your articles of faith; and 1 shall now candidly give ) the Indians, if they knew they should do them no 
you my reasons for rejecting the popular doctrine of | good, but should be the means of making them more 
Endless Misery, and coffsequently embracing that of! wretched than they are? 
Universal Happiness. 


power to make a being who he knew would, and 
consequently designed should be miserable ? Would 


Would any of you, my 
T have already proved that sin! brethren, purchase an article knowing that it would not 
is not infinite, therefore it cannot deserve infinite pun-' answer the purpose for which you purchased it? Can 
ishment. God is just, and will proportion the punish- | you think, then, that God made men to go to heaven 
ment to the offence ; therefore the doctrine of endless when he knew they would never go there? Do you 
punishment is false. J know you reject with a just ab- | think he is less wise or less consistent than yourselves ? 


horrence the doctrine of particular and individual elec- J trust you are satisfied if God knew any would be 


tion and reprobation, but 1 confess I was never able to miserable before he made them he could not have 


see the great difference you talk of between fore-|made them for happiness, and as he could not have 


knowledge and decrees. It is impossible there should 
be any contingences with Omniscience. Iam confi- 
dent that you will not allow God ever made one soul 
to be endlessly miserable ; but if any ever should be, I 
can verily easily prove that he made them for that ex- 
press purpose. There are two ways in which you try 

to prove that notwithstanding multitudes will be irre- | What benevolent mind, but would wish them suc- 
vocably lost, that God did not make them for that pur- | cess? 

pose, but to be saved; both of which i shall examine 
and refute. 

Ist. you say that his knowledge has nothing to do 
with their conduct, and you endeavor to illustrate and 
prove it by the following simile :—You say a man looks! ated thousands of worlds, but there is room for millions 
out of his window and sees another man walking along, more. Now you add, Omnipotence only implies pow- 
the street past him: Now you add, the first man’s seeing | er that can do all things possible to be done, and not 


i;made them for happiness; and as he could not have 
‘been indifferent, but must have had some design in 
making them, he must have made them for misery,— 
and if he made them for misery, he isa wicked Being, 
and deserves to be hated by all his offspring ; and the 
‘Calvinists are justifiable in desiring to dethrone him.— 


There is another way in which you endeavor to clear 
the Deity of blame in sending men into everlasting mise- 


ry. You say there may be contingencies with Omni- 
ae 


the other walk was not the cause of his walking, but power that does all possible things. So say you Om- ! 
the contrary; the last one’s walking was the cause of niscience only implies wisdom that can know all things, 


the first one’s seeing him walk: So you say, that the aud not wisdom that does know all things. This also 
sinner’s going to hel] is the reason why God sees him | is a subtle sophism, a mere subterfuge, well calculated 
go there, his knowledge being founded on our conduct. . to deceive the artless. 


What you say of the men is true, but when you apply | worlds, and that God can make more, but how do you | 
it tothe Deity and his creatures, it is a mere sophism. | know it: The whole force of your argument rests on | 
The first man did not create the other nor give him his, what you have taken for granted, which is not self-evi- | 


I have conscien- never sell them, but should loose them and all his la-, 


i science; and to illustrate it, you say ‘that God has cre- | 


You say there is room for more | 


ability to walle past his house, therefore it is not an in-| 


senuous argument. Before God made man he knew 
what he would do;—he knew whether he would be 
endlessly miserable or happy: He gave him all his 
moral and physical powers, and if they lead him to 
endless misery, he knew they would, and gave them to 
him for that purpose. I beseech you candidly to weigh 
‘he following arguments and see whether you are able 
to answer them. The President of the United States 
possesses Creative power and infinite wisdom :—he in- 
forms the Members of Congress that he will make a 
rational immortal being, to go to the south pole where 
he is to enjoy perpetual felicity,—the day of creation 
arrives, the creature is made—he is told where he 
‘nust go to be happy—power is given him to go there; 
‘he is told if he goes to the north pole, he will be con- 
uned in endless misery—he is then left at liberty to go 
where he pleases, and he goes directly tothe north 


pole, and is shut up in endless night. The members | 


of Congress ask the President if he knew the creature 
ie made, wou! zo to the north pole, and be miserable : 
the answer is yes, | knew it;—and did you make him 
to go there? No—T! made him to go tothe south pole, 
where | intended he should enjoy perpetual happiness, 
but you see he has frustrated my gracious design con- 
cerning him; for he has gone to the north pole and is 
shut up in everlasting despair. Now I'ask, would the 
Members of congress be such dupes as to believe him? 
Would they believe that the president knowing that 


dent and which you cannot prove. The scriptures say, 
“* known unto him are all his works from the begin- 


ments, give us all possible reason to believe that God 
is not ignorant of what is in futurity. 
fulness of the Godhead and the essence of the Divine 
nature : It is that attribute of the Deity, by which he 
is directed in all his works. Wisdom must say, what 
must be left undone, and what is proper to be done, 
and Omniscience must obey its mandate, otherwise in- 
consistent things might be done by Jehovah! ! God's 
ignorance of what will take place in futurity, does not 
place his character in a more amiable light, than if he 
knew and designed it. There is not much to choose 
between an ignorant God and a wicked one, especially 
if the ignorant one might know if he would. One suf- 
fers his offspring to be lost, because he has no disposi- 
tion to save them, and the other because he does not 
know they will be, and is too indolent to exercise the 
wisdom and power, which he possesses to make them 
happy. Permit me to say, my brethren, that although 
| am a mortal enemy to Calvinism, I do think it more 
philosophical than Arminianism ; and so far as the two 
doctrines relate to the character of the Deity, I can 
see nothing to choose between them. ; 

I come now in amore particular manner to offer you 
some of my reasons for embracing the doctrine of the 








final Happiness ofall men. ‘ Behold I bring you good 


tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” — 


ning ;” and the prophecies of the Old and New Testa- | 


Wisdom is the | 


so in Christ shall all be made alive.—For he mug 
reign till he hath put all enemies under his-fept. 
The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death,Py 
he hath put all things under his feet.—And when alj 
things shall be subdued unto him [mind, unto him, 
|then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him, 
[observe the same words, unfo him,] that putall things 
under him, that God may be all in all.—And having 
_made peace through the blood of his cross, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; by him I say, wheth- 
er they be things in earth or things in heaven.—That 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things. 
_in heaven and things in earth, and things under the 
_earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
| Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.—That 
in the dispensation of the fullness of times he might 
gather together in one all things in Christ, both which 
are in heaven and which are on earth even in him.— 
For this is good aud acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, who will have all men to be saved and to 
come unto the knowledge of the truth.—And every 
creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
earih, and such as are in the sea, and all 
that are in thein, heard | saying, blessing and honor, 
and glory and power be unto Hr that sitteth upon the 
throne, and unto the lamb forever and ever.—God is 
Love.—There is no feur in Love ; but perfect love east- 
eth oul fear: because fear hath torment.—He that fear- 
eth is not made perfect in love.” ‘These texts of scrip- 
ture which I have quoted, I candidly think, prove toa 
_demonstration, and beyond the possibility of contradic- 
The bible never 
contradicts itself, and if the happiness of all men can 
be proved by it,—endless misery cannot. As to those 
texts which partialists quote to prove that mnumera- 
ble multitudes will be inevitably lost, I can easily 
prove they have beenall wretchedly perverted, & have 
no reference to any transactions beyond this world.— 
Take a short explanation of Mat. xxv. 46, “ And 
Our Lord’s prophetic dis- 
‘course in the 24th and 25th chapters, is founded on a 
question proposed by the disciples. ‘* Tell us, when 
shall these things be,” &c. The conjunctions & adverbs 
| are so used in these chapters as to make it next to im- 
| possible for an intelligent unprejudiced mind to carry 


under the 


tion, the final happiness of all men. 


| these shall go away,” &c. 


these scenes there described beyond the destruction of 
|Jerasalem. Christ had said in the 25th chapter, “ Be- 

hold your house is left unto you desolate,” Kc. The 

question of the disciples was founded on that remark : 

They wished to know when the Temble and City 

would be destroyed, and what would the sigus that 
should precede it, and the end of the world, « of 
the Jewish dispensation. Christ immediately gives 
them a most sublime and awful description of that 
dreadful event,—and he says in the 34th verse of the 
24th chapter. ‘+ Verily I say unto you, this generation 
shall not pass away, till all these things be fulfilled.” 
The 25th commences with ** Then,” at that time, and 
the connexion is kept up to the end of the chapter— 
That generation passed away almost 1800 years 23% 
and there is no other alternative, but ingenuously to 
acknowledge that the events described in these chap-, 
ters, were fulfilled before that generation passed away, 
or that Christ was a false prophet. I should be glad 
to say more on this and similar texts that have 5 
quoted to prove the doctrine of endless misery, but 

have not room in this letter: I pray you to examme 
the scriptures for yourselves ; it is possible you bet in 
an error. ‘ Perfect love casteth out fear.” Is it poe 
sible to believe the doctrine of endless misery, and not 
tremble with fear? Who would be safe? Who could 
enjoy perfect love, and view themeelves and all theti 
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—————— 
tender and beloved connexions exposed to endicss ruin 
every moment ? O my brethren, I hardly know how 
to bid you adieu: 1 wish I could see you all face to 
face; and answer your every objection to God's free 
unbounded and impartial LovE to mankind. You 
think it impossible that a man who has committed but 
one sin and dies without a supernatural conversion 
should be saved ; yet you think a map may live to be 
old and sin all his days, and repent a few hours before 
death and go toheaven. You think a man may com- 
mit many murders and live a few years, and repent and 
be saved, yet ifa man Commits one murder and has no 
opportunity to repent here, he cannot be saved. You 
ought to be careful how you limit the mercy of God or 
hound his goodness by earth’s contracted span. He is 

uichangeable and will be the same benevolent Being 
iu the world to which we are hastening, that he is 
here. ‘The popular theories of the various partialists 
or believers in endless misery seem to me to amount to 
the following: God existed one eternity alone, and 
then made angels pure aud holy ;-one of them became 
unholy, being moved to sin by a holy principle inher- 
ent in his holy nature, and drew a multitude of his ho- 
ly brethren after him, and was cast out of heaven into 
a lake burning with brimstone, and there confined.— 
God at length made the earth, and created a man and 
woman and placed them on it to till the ground :—He 
planted a garden with a variety of fruit trees, and gave 
them liberty to eat of all except one, which he forbid 
them to touch on pain ofdeath. They being holy had 
uo disposition to disobey, and lest they should not, the 
Lord sent or permitted to go (which is the same thing) the 
angel which he had some time before cast out of heav- 
en, to tempt them to transgress his law. This wicked 
angel took possession of the body of a snake, or accord- 
ing to Adam Clark, a monkey, and watched his op- 
portunity when the woman was alone, and persuaded 
her to eat an apple, cherry or peach. She finding 
ihat the fruit was good and had made her wise, like a 
good wife carried some to her husband and his eyes 
were opened also, and they beth became as gods 
knowing good from evil. The Father was about to 
punish them according to his werd, but his Son offered 
to die in their stead,—the offer was accepted, the Son 
died—the purchased reconciliation has been made 
known, man continues dead in trespasses and sins, and 
goes astray from the womb, and naturally hates God 
and all good. Yet lest he should be saved, Beelzebub 
and a host of subordinate devils are permitted to wan- 
der about and counteract the various designs of the 
Son. Almighty power sometimes prevails and snatch- 
es here and there a solitary individual from the verge 
of endless ruin, but original sin and the devil are gen- 
erally too strong for Ommnipoience, and the greatest 
part of mankind are hurried by them ihrongh this 
wicked world down, down, down to the chambers of} 
endless night, where the vengeance of the God of in- 
finite love and mercy, is wreaked upen them to end- | 
less ages; while devils sport themselves with their} 
groans and lamentations; the God of tender compas- } 
sion laughs at their calamity—heaven resounds with 
the praise of Jehovah for his infinite goodness for sav- 
ing a few, when Christ made a vicarious atonement 
for all. The saints look down from the battlements of 
heaven, and shout forth transporting songs of victory, 
and make the heavenly arches riug wiih loud accla- 
mations of joy, that they have escaped the demevit of 
their crimes, and that while their fathers and mothers, 
brothers and sisters, husbands and wives, beloved 
friends and relatives are wrapt up iv the keenest de- 
spair, they are safe and happy!!! Omy brethren, do 
not let the chimeras of a too warm imagination de- 
ceive you. Universalism is not that licentious. doc- 
trine, you think it is. It does not give men the least 
license to sin. It teaches that no man can transgress 








the eternal rule of right with impunity. It teaches 
that every man will be punished and rewarded accord- 
ing to his works: It teaches that God will by no means 
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clear the guilty: It teaches that the government of 
God is purely parental and that al! punishment is dis- 
ciphimary, and designed to reclaim the offender. | do 
not believe the doctrine of endless misery ever made 
any one any better. Slaves are not so likely to be 
virtuous as freemen. 1 expect my name will be cast 
out as evil, for believing that all men will be saved ; 
but when I read that the last enemy shall be destroy- 
ed. which is death, how can I believe that there will 
still remain innumerable beings, enemies to God and 
themselves, suffering the pains of etenal death, when 
death is destroyed and no enemies are left. 1 only 
believe your prayers will be answered. You pray 
that all may be saved, and I believe they will. So 
long as I honestly believe the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, I shall endeavor zealously to inculcate and 
spread it among my fellow men, regardless of the 
threats and anathemas of bigoted zealots. My prayer 
to. God is, that Israel may be saved, and I believe 
they will. Yes, I believe the time will come when all 
the human family will be made- virtuous and happy, 
and enter one temple and worship one God, and chant 
one song of universal praise to Jehovah forever and 
ever. ‘Transporting, delicious thought! Universal 
Glory to God in the highest, and.on earth peace and 
good willto men! I bid you adieu, but it is only fora 
little season—we shall shortly see eye to eye, when 
none will be left to say, know ye the Lord, for all 
shall know him from the least to the greatest. While 
I honestly beseech you to think on what I have -writ- 
ten, I subscribe myself yours most affectionately. 
ELIPHALET CASE, Jey. 


— 0 oor 
ANOTHER VICTIM 
To the Doctrines of Endless Torture ! 


Mrs. S——, a matron of respectable connexions in 
this city, a short time since became a convert to Me- 
thodism. The present violent and boisterous method 
of conversion, where threats of endless misery, instead 
of persuasion, are resorted to, produced mental dis- 
traction ; and the wretched victim of fanatics cut her 
throat with a razor. Surgical aid, however, restored 
her to partial health of body, but the poison of error 
remained to torture her mind. She afterwards stabbed 
herself with a knife. She recovered from these 
wounds ; and procuring a quantity of laudanum, cros- 
sea the East River, and was afterwards found in a field, 
a mass of putrefaction. Thus is added another to the 
long catalogue of victims to the doctrines of devils. 

New-York Gospel Herald. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAY.IST MAGAZINE. 


Totbe Editor of “Zion’s Herald.’’* 


Dear Sir,—Although I would not officiously inter- 
fere in the controversy between yourself and the Rev. 
Mr. Streeter, 1 take the freedom of recalling your at- 
tention to one of the assertions in your Reply to him of 
the 7th inst. I take up /hkaf assertion the more readi- 
ly, on account of its being naturally so far unconnect- 
ed with the controversy, that it is capable of being 
understood and examined by itself. 

You say, ‘* We presume he [Mr, Streeter] will not 
tax us of being ‘ destitute of decorum and truth,’ if we 
say that we have often heard the immoral offender, 
when reproved by some pious person, reply in the fol- 
lowing manner, ‘ let me do as I please, J have my pun- 
ishment as I progress in life, I will take my pleasure af- 
ier my own way, for after death I shall be as gead as 
you. All the hell we have is in this world,’—.” I call 
this an assertion ; because you evidently meant to be 
understood that you have actually heard this sort of re- 
ply, and heard it offen too. 








* The Metho list Paper publiched in this city. 





Now, dear Sir, I call on you to give names, and state 
the (ime, the place, and the oceasion on which you heard 
persons make such a reply, or such an observation /— 
My demand shall be very moderate: you say that you: 
have often heard this reply; but I will demand the 
names of only three persons, though you are humbly 
requested to add those of as many more as you please. 

I make this demand for the purpose of bringing you 
to consideration ; for I venture to assert that you cannot 
name even one person (unless he were tin acknowledg- 
ed idiot) who ever made’such an observation! You 
certainly presume very far on the stupidity of your 
readers, when you imagine that they will believe the 
assertion that those very persons who seriously contend 
that we are punished in the actual commission oi 
crime,—that sin itself is punishment and misery, at the 
same time declare that, in order to enjoy pleasure, they 
will sin and offend against the law of morality and of 
God! I feel that | have too much reason to expostu- 
late with you for publishing a slanderous, and at the’ 
same time, a false insinuation against a numerous bo- 
dy of your brethren in Jesus Christ. 

What adds to the reprehensibleness of this false and 
slanderous insinuation is, that you introduced it for the 
purpose of exposing the immoral tendency of the par- 
ticular doctrine against which you intended it should 
operate as a slander. You indeed say, in the connex- 
ion in which this assertion stands, that * of all the 
sentiments embraced by any modern soct calling them- 
selves christians, we do consider this the most danger- 
ous and demoralizing.’? | will mention one sentiment, 
Sir, which is even more dangerous and immoral than ° 
this: viz. that sentiment which induces people to 
speak evil fulsety against their christian brethren. . 

1 do not know but that I ought here to remark on 
another expression of yours in this same Reply: You 
say, that ** we xNow it to be a favorite doctrine of some, 
and if we are not greatly mistaken, it has been advanced 
by one of their most popular preachers, * that the most 
atrocious crimes are aloned for by the pains of death. 
—.” This, Sir, is another instance of your careless- 
ness with regard to speaking the truth, or what is 
worse, of your disposition to misrepresent ; for the fact 
is there are none who believe that the most atrocious 
crimes are atoned for by the pains of Death. And still 
you say that you know it to be the favorite doctrine of 
some! Sir, you must be more careful in making your 
statements or you are assured you will lose the Confi- - 
dence even of your own adherents. . 

As a controversy may perhaps ensue between your 
paper and the Universalist Magazine, I have thought 
it a duty | owed to the cause of Truth to caution you 
against the unwarrautable liberty which you seem to - 
have taken in making assertions, that when the con- 
troversy shall commence you may be prepared to enter. 


| directly into the merits of the subject, reuouncing the 


hidden things of dishonesty, and by manifestation of 
the truth commending yourself to every man’s cou- 


| science in the sight of God. 


Yours in the Truth, Viarcvs. 
MS Qa jot 
To Readérs and Correspondents. 


‘+ Inquirer” is received; but not admitted, because 
it is no reply to the piece it designed to answer. 
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Just Receivel aad for Sale at ‘this Office. 
NEW Edition of Griesbach, price three doars.— 

& The Greek and English Testament, price four 
dollars... The New Sestameut ; being the Fuglish only 
of the Greek and English Testament ; translated from : 
the originah Greek according to Griesbach; upen the 
basis of the 4th London edition of the- improved Ver- 
sion, with an attempt to further improvement from tire 
translations of Campbell, Wakefield, Scarlett, Mack- 
night, and ‘Mhomson.—By Avner KNEBLAND, Minis. - 
ter of the First Independent Church of Christ, called 
Universalist, in Philadelphia.—Price one dollar. cents 





Sifiv cents. 
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POET’S CORNER. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINF, 





Thoughts on the Sun. 


‘Why not my Saviour shine as bright, 
With his refulgent rays ; 

Why not . y God extend his light 
In one eternal blaze. 


Why not all darkness flee away, 
And death no more be found ; 
Why not one bright eternal day, 

Incircle us around. 


Is there not goodness in the Lord, 
Enough to overcome ;— 

Js there not power enough in God, 
To bring the strangers home ? 


Why not my Saviour victory gain 
Over every hardened heart, 

And reconcile the whole to him, 
And never leave a part? 


‘Was not an ancient promise made, 
When God created man, 

‘And what can ever be displayd, 
To overthrow his plan? 


When every thing shall hear his voice, 
He makes and end of sin ; 

Will not the angels more rejoice, 
When all are gather’d in? 


Fhe lum’nous Sun extends his light 
To all the human race ;— 


Will not my Saviour make as bright, 
The Kingdom of his grace ? B. B. 





wANOTHER SCHEME TO DEFRAUD 
THE PUBLIC. 





“« Now let there be, in some ceniral part of the town, 
ta Missionary Stall, kept by some pious old woman, 
who would thereby get her living in the Summer—let 
those who cultivate gardens send thither their super- 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


to be rendered subservient to these worse than useless 
purposes. The few berries provided for their support 
by Him, without whose knowledge not a sparrow a 
eth to the ground, are to be added to the mass of plun- 
der, accumulated for the ostensible purpose of ** edu- 


to disseminate the most unreasonable and unnatural 
sectarian opinions, and to support many a worthless 
person, who might be better employed in trailing a 
wheel-barrow through our streets, or in sweeping our 
chimnies. A MISSIONARY STALL! Some old woman to 


and cherries, which the birds carry off! C ontemptible 


the Universe, who rides upon the storm and the whirl- 
wind, and holds the mighty waters in the hollow of his 
hand, can have condescended to stake the eternal hap- 
piness or misery of His creatures upon such paltry con- 
trivances? The very thought is sacrilegious. 


New-England Galary. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





A Question ; 
PROPOSED FOR THE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION OF PRO- 


FESSED CHRISTIANS OF ALL DENOMINATIONS, 


Why should a belief in the endless misery of some of 


fellowship and communion? 

In order to have this question duly considered, I will 
suggest what it seems to be like. 

It is proposed to celebrate AMERICAN INDEPEN- 
'pENCC. But says one, we must have some order, some 
rule by which persons are to be admitted to our repub- 
lican festival. Another says; I do not know that it is 
necessary to be over cautious in this matter, it is not 
likely that any will join in our celebration, who are 
unfavorable to a republican government, and to the 





they should they would only give countenance to prin- 
ciples which they wish not to promote. But the for- 
mer rejoins, and says; There is one point, one darling 
point of political faith, which | think every republican 
ought to profess and defend, and which ought to be 
required of every one as a condition of his joining in 





fluous fruits, vegetables, garden sceds, lettuce, aspara- 


us, radishes, melons split open, cucumbers, cooseber- | 
€ | 9 ’ oi] | 
| 


ries, plumbs, and cherries, which the birds carry off !- 


our celebration. He is asked what precious gem this 
is which entitles a man to so much, and without which 






ee 


hold, those peculiar ones which have been tinea. 
Notwithstanding they say that it would be wr, fot 
God to predestinate events, and make men gj 
they contend that he will do it; and this teo 





an infinitely longer duration of time then man 


cating the heathen child,” but which is really applied | upou this earth. Do they not tell us, that on that tre. 
_mendous day of which they so often speak, every thi 


| will be fixed for all eternity by Gods irreversibje 


pointment? Do they not tell us that some of the ho 
man race will be forced into hell, into the company of 





be employed to retail split-open mellons, and plumbs, 
‘good? Although they would give ten th 

: 800 g y a give ten thousand worlds 
artifices! Is it possible that the Omnipotent Ruler of 


devils, where there is nothing but wickedness, and 
where it will be impossible for them to do the least 


for an opportunity to repent, God will not give it to 
taem. Parents will curse children, and children yilj 
curse parents, and all these will curse their Maker, 
God from his throne sent forth this sentence, irrevocg. 
bly fixing their fate forever. I know that these no. 
tions are the tenets of predestinarians ; but they are 
not peculiarly so, because those that oppose the doc. 
trine of predestination, receive them also. The mat: 
ter stands thus: ‘hose who oppose the doctrine of pre- 
destination at one time, contend for it as strenuously 
as others at another. It is true, they believe God has 
not predestinated neither the good or evil events of 
three score years and ten, no; this would be an im- 
peachment of his character. But after this he will 
predestinate man to sin and pain through years mil- 
lions without number. Now what is the difference? 
Righteousness is righteousness forever. If it be wrong 


the human family, be required, as a term of christian | for God to predestinate the events of this life, will it 


not be wrong for him to predestinate the events of the 
next? If it be wrong for him to make man a sinner 
here, can it be less wrong for him to make him remain 
one forever? Now many of those who contend that 
God has predestinated all things, yea even made man 
subject to vanity, and caused him to sin, think that 
he has done this only to procure a greater good for man 
than could be obtained for him in any other way; and 
that man, at some future time, will see the benefit he 
has derived from his subjection to vanity, and thank 


independence of the United States; and and even if:God that he did thus deal with him. But this idea 


some one who is very tender of the Divine character 
denies, because he says it represents God in an unfa- 
vorable light to his creatures. He looks round the 
world, sees the desolation caused by sin, and then asks, 
can this be the work of God? He thinks it is blas- 
phemy to say so. But when he talks of eternity, what 
does he say? He not only says that God on the day 
of judgment will predestinate man to sin and pain, but 





he is an outcast? ‘The answer: He must believe that 


this too forever; so that no possible good can result 


Even the young lady, who has only a box of earth in some of the inhabitants of the United States will be al-! therefrom. And when he describes the scenes of hell, 


her parlor window, by cultivating geraniums, hya- 
cinths, monthly roses, &c. might dispose of enough 
in a year, almost to educate a heathen child. Even 
trimmings of currants, grapes, and flowering shrubs, | 
and scions of the finest pcars and apples, might be sold | 
to the country people, or bartered for produce which | 
would sell, &c. 1 am sure the thing can be done.” 
Christian Mirror. 
REMARKS. 

Surely there can be no human employment iu which ! 
so much ingenuity, and fertility of invention, are dis-| 
played, as in the business of sponging the public of 
their money for missionary purposes. The pittance | 
earned by the sweat of the brow is wrenched from the 
poor ;—the harmless rattle snatched from the hand of. 
the infant;—-the food arrested on its passage to the 
mouth of the hungry ;—the sick are deprive d of their 
restoratives; and the little enjoymenis that would 
serve to eke out the remnant of existence in tolerable 
ease, are taken from those who are borne down by the 
weight ofyears. But this is not enough. Itis not suf- 
ficient that all classes in society, from the highest to 


he lowest, should contribute to support the missiona- | 


ry in his luxury, and to dress out the missionary’s wife 


: | ; - . 
m ner extravagance, but the very birds ofthe aira 


re 


ways opposed to our independence and to our republi-| 
can institutions! He is asked what benefit could pos- 
sibly arise from such a belief? The answer is, Ifa 
man does not believe this he must be an enemy to our 
republic,and devoted to all manner of wickedness. H.B. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


—— 


. al { 
Inconsistency pointed Out. | 
There are sone people who reject with horror the 
doctrine of predestination, thinking that it represents | 
the divine Being as the author of sin. ‘They say that 
this doctrine is an impeachment of the Divine charac- 
ter, and they think it is dispreved by every view of 
God, discoverable iu his works of creation, providence 
or grace. That God is the author of what we call sin.is | 
an idea which seems to them tobe so directly opposed 
to truth, so injurious to man, so dishonorable to God, 
that they think they cannot perform a greater benefit | 
to the human race than to shew that it is false.—! 
| 





_Hfence all their opposition to the sentiment. 
It is not the intention of the writer to say whether 
they are right or wrong in these things, but to shew | 


” 
‘ha 


how do they appear? Should I do wrong to say, they 
appear as badly as the scenes of distress and horror 
which this world presents? Should I do wrong didi 
say? No; for according to his description sin, misery, 
and horror will not only be infinite in duration, but the 
quantity of them will be, in the next world without 


|comparison, greater than it is in this. And yet he 


tells us that his description is nothing to the reality }-~ 
the reality he thinks is horrible beyond expression oF 
conception. 

it is not the design of the writer of this to prove the 
doctrine of predestination, but to shew that they wbe 
speak against it, do, in fact, speak against a doctrine 
which they say they believe. St. Paul says, “ Hap- 
py is he that condemneth not himself in that thing 
which he alloweth.” RIcHARDS. 
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MARRIED, 
In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. John Marsh, 





merchant of this city, to Miss Julia Lames, late of 


New-York. 
By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, Mr. Oliver H. Floyd to 
Miss Rebeeca Cutter. . 
DIED, 
In this city, Mr. Francis Tufts, aved 67:—Widow 
ache] Larrabee, aged 56; widow Mary kipp, aged 


; : ; | 40.—Kegini, youngest child of Mr. Peter Richards, ag- 
that they virtually deny in other tenets which thev | ao: * : 


ed 9 monthe. 
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